BETTER BRIDGE by BERNARD MAGEE

Tips for
no-trumps

AT MILTON HILL HOUSE
Milton Hill, Steventon, Oxfordshire. OX13 6AF

T
CHRISTMAS 24-27 DECEMBER
Duplicate or Rubber/Chicago – £395

27-29 DECEMBER
Duplicate – £149

NEW YEAR 29 DEC-1 JAN
Duplicate – £355
Manor house rooms: £50 supplement per room shared
The remaining bedrooms are housed in a block
about 25 yards away from the main hotel
reached via a covered walkway.

he best advice I can
give is: keep it simple
and concentrate on the
following first steps:
1. Count your top tricks
2. Make a plan to establish
more
3. Do not start playing
until you have done 1
and 2 above.
All too often declarers play
to the first trick in a no-trump
contract, without having any
idea of how many tricks they
expect to make. This
approach does not lead to
successful declarer play!
Consider this deal:

Mr/Mrs/Miss .............................................................................
Address ......................................................................................

♠
♥
♦
♣

...................................................................................................
........................................... Postcode ......................................
 ..............................................................................................
Please book me for ........... places,

Dealer: North. Game All.
Lead: ♠J.
♠ AKQ
♥ Q J 10 9 6
♦ KQJ
♣ 76
J 10 9 8 2
♠ 73
AK2 WN E ♥ 754
S
92
♦ A 10 4 3
10 8 3
♣ J952
♠ 654
♥ 83
♦ 8765
♣ AKQ4

Single ........... Double ........... Manor House Room ...........
North
1♥
2NT
End

24-27 Dec ...... 27-29 Dec ...... 29 Dec-1 Jan ...... All ......
Please give the name(s) of all those covered by this booking

South
1NT
3NT

...................................................................................................
EXTRA NIGHT – Dinner, bed & breakfast
Single £55pp, Double £35pp, payable to the hotel on departure.

23 Dec ...... 1 Jan ......
Please send a non-returnable deposit of £50 per person per place by
cheque payable to Mr Bridge. An invoice will be sent with your booking
confirmation. On receipt of your final payment, 28 days before the event,
a programme and full details will be sent together with a map.
Cancellations are not refundable. Should you require insurance you
should contact your own insurance broker. Final payment by credit card
is subject to a 3% surcharge, but no surcharge is payable on the deposit.

, Ryden Grange, Bisley, Surrey GU21 2TH

 01483 489961 Fax 01483 797302
leanora@mrbridge.co.uk

This is a simple example, as
there are no finesses to be
taken, but the principle
should be the same whenever
you are playing in no-trumps.
Count your top tricks, that is
tricks that can be made with
no effort: an ace, or a king
alongside an ace, etc.
Here you have six top
tricks: three in spades and
three in clubs, but no top
tricks in diamonds and hearts
– you have to establish them.
You need at least nine
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tricks so you are aiming for
three more. You can make
three in hearts and two in
diamonds, and one more in
the latter suit if it breaks 3-3.
It is better to go for a sure
bet rather than a speculative
one, so you should play on
hearts even though in
diamonds you only have to
knock out one honour as
opposed to two in hearts.
So, win with the queen of
spades and play the heart six
to your eight and West’s ace;
win the spade return with
dummy’s king, and run the
nine of hearts to West’s king;
a third round of spades is
won in dummy, and you can
cash three winning hearts.
You have established your
nine tricks in time.
If you play on diamonds
first, East might win and lead
a spade to dummy’s king;
you could then take two
diamond tricks, but with the
suit splitting 4-2, there would
be no third trick to be had
and you would have to go
back to hearts. However, now
West would win the race:
when he wins with the king
of hearts he can play a third
spade knocking out your last
stop while he is still in
possession of winning spades
as well as the ace of hearts.
The play on this deal is
straightforward, but it is an
exercise in planning. There
are many more steps to
planning a contract than the
three given above, but these
are the most fundamental
ones. If you are not using
them, then you should step
backwards and start with
them because, without the
proper foundations in place,
contracts will often crumble
in your hands.
■

